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or thinking about structuring documents...
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WRITING A SCIENTIFIC ARTICLE*

* assuming your research is done and the task at hand is to write up your results for an article
Source: http://education.dbai.tuwien.ac.at/wie/WS05/

Decide on 
key message

• Think about the key 
message / the main 
ideas you want to 
convey in your article

• Find suitable wording and 
formulate your thoughts into 
phrases

• Consider length 
specifications and 
accordingly adjust 
your text

Craft the
storyline

• Logical flow of thoughts
• red line
• iterative
• transitions

consider length

Create text

Most important steps in 
writing considered by lecturer

Deciding on the key message and storylining are key steps in the process of writing, 
and should be done previous to actual wording of the text.
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CONCEPTUALLY DISTINCT TASKS IN WRITING

Source: http://education.dbai.tuwien.ac.at/wie/WS05/

1. Composition of the text:

– actual choice of words to 
express the ideas

– logical structuring of the text

2. Typesetting of the document

Composition vs. typsetting
([Cot99], Sect. 2.1)

Structuring vs. wording

1. Determining the audience and 
template of the document

2. Logical structuring of one’s 
thoughts

3. Actual wording of the thoughts

Opinion of 
the lecturer

For this reason, we disagree with common arguments against WYSIWYG editors.
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Input author* Output

GROCERY LIST EXAMPLE – COMPOSING TEXT WITH WYSIWYG*

* Using MS Office Word 2003
Source: http://education.dbai.tuwien.ac.at/wie/WS05/
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GROCERY LIST EXAMPLE – CODING TEXT*

* Using WinEdt 5.3, MiKTeX 2.4
Source: http://education.dbai.tuwien.ac.at/wie/WS05/

Input author* Output
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„THE EVILS OF WYSIWYG“ ([Cot99], Sect. 2.2)

Source: http://education.dbai.tuwien.ac.at/wie/WS05/

1. The author is distracted from the proper business of 
composing text, ...

2. ... The final product (of a word processor) is greatly 
inferior to that of a real typesetting program.

3. The user of a word processor is under a strong 
temptation to lose sight of the logical structure of the 
text ad to conflate this with superficial typographical 
elements.
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Composing text with WYSIWYG* Coding text**

“THE EVILS OF ...WHAT?”

* Using MS Office Word 2003
** Using WinEdt 5.3, MiKTeX 2.4

Source: http://education.dbai.tuwien.ac.at/wie/WS05/

1. ... distracted from ... composing text ...
2. ... The final product ... is greatly inferior ...
3. ...lose sight of the logical structure of the text ...
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CODING TEXT (1/...)

* Using WinEdt 5.3, MiKTeX 2.4
Source: http://education.dbai.tuwien.ac.at/wie/WS05/

“... the mechanics of typing an 
ASCII document suitable for 
feeding to LaTeX are not much 
different from typing in a modern 
word processor.”
([Cot99], Sect. 2.4)
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Source: http://education.dbai.tuwien.ac.at/wie/WS05/
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